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(ion ,"...? Sas » Rlde>le. He is the same yesterday, 
today and forever. Not a line in him has changed 
since he first beamed on Pyramus and Thisbe steal- 
ing forth to their trysting place near old Ninns' 
tomb*, and not a wrinkle has been added since he 
helped Joshua to spike the lunar coat-tails fast in 
the valley of Ajalon while he slaughtered the 
Anionics, despoiled their vineyards and enslaved 
virgins. Nuff Ced. 
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(borer to actual necessities as m 
ured by a former age, were to relegate him back 
to barbarism, to nomadism and nak^d-iess. It is by 
comparison with his fellows and not with his fath- 
ers that man determines whether he is fortunate 
or unfortunate, whether or not he is receiving hifl 
proper porportion of the world's increase in wealth, 
can be a freeman while dependent upon the 
of another for his bread and butter. 

as you may, vote high or low tariffs, in- 
augurate the Single Tax, or turn the American re- 
public into a commune, but the condition of the 
h of wood and the drawers of water will 
acquire permanent improvement until ignor- 
ance and vice are dented access to thj ballot box. 
Here is the great secret of labor's political strength 
nutshell. The greater must guide the lesser in- 
telligence and to deny this immutable law of na- 
ture were to deny man's authority to rule the beast. 
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Religion is credulity. 

Liberty should be open to all. 

There can be no monopoly in freedom. 
• • • • • 

Without work man can never obtain the 



Nature d< 
authority. 



N not gfan heed to any ecclesiastical 



too much push, but 
■ end of the train. 



Now we are told that after all, life is but a lot- 
tery and thai in the drawing some one is bound 
to "23." 

• • • • • 

If it be true that a "Skiddoo" club has beer 
organize uid Gotham, it oilers a splendid oppor 
tuuity for the country to work a bunch of surplus 
preachers off. 

• • • • • 

A jug of Mississippi River water was sent across 
the sea in which to baptize the infant sou of the 
Duke of Manchester. One thing is sure, namely, 
Kentucky would not have sent water. 

All readily admit that there is something radical 
ly wrong with our industrial system, and it now be- 
gins to look as if both of the old political parties 
are ostentatiously trying to trail after the reform 



While Christianity has been pillaging its way 
through the world with fire and sword, science was 
framing those laws which are today the basic prin- 
ciples of civilization, computing the procession of 
the planets, and weaving into the woof of human 
history those gems of human thought that have 
down the ages. 



zest to t 



great 

alstr gthtothe 

Uil b our American elections the elections to be 
held tussia, for the rehabilitation of the Douma, 
the place of the one recently dissolved by 
_ ukase, are under the direct control of th< 
impe government and all election office] 
fund naries, are pbced in control by the 
siona 68 of the Czar. The cabinet officials have 
just psued an address to the provincial election 
hich, according to that part sent 
the news dispatches, is too weak to be a gruel 
ridiculous to act as a tonic or a remedy, 
(ddress assumes, what the balance of the 
orld denies, namely, that the dissolved 
was a body of lawless and wicked men, 
in patriotism. The address, which is to 
iely distributed throughout the empire, is a 
ddent bid for a recognition of the authority 
who, upon the necks of victims of gener- 
of misrule, have built up their present power. 

me of a love of country, the Russian people 
tdden to choose as their lawful representa- 
men who will represent only what the re- 
aries most desire. 
.That the common people may comprehend exact- 
jjHIe sort of men who arc to be avoided the ad- 
goes so far as the naming and description of 
of the members of the late Douma. Inasmuch 

due to the conservative 
iction of the Douma members themselves, since 
tissolution, that Russia has been able to at least 
a bloody revolution, this gratuitous insult 
to an astonished world, like a desperate and 
tardy bid for more trouble. 
ie shade of Le Grande Monarque might reas- 
onably appear to the White Czar and whisper 
of counsel and caution in an unwilling ear. 
uld give valuable advice anyhow. 



lOE NOT LEST YE BE JUDGED LIKEWISE. 

w frequently have we read the oft repeated 
rat ii in, "man's inhumanity to man makes 
less millions mourn," and how frequently are 
[.good intentions of others misjudged, misrepre- 
sented, and misunderstood? The philosophy of 
Lought made but little headway during the 
part of the precediug century for the simple 
it the people could not comprehend it and 
.hers assidiously a ouffht to keep them mW 
and tendency. Not 




irmed, concerning its object 
un Ml the light became too strong for weak eyes did 
the awakening ccme, and then no earthly power 
was capable of resisting its onward march. 
It is passing strange that in this day and age, 
ihould be so-called liberal periodicals pos- 



THE END OF THE AGE OF EMPIRES. 

Count Leo Tolstoi, is said 'to be at work prepar- 
g a new book which is to be entitled, "The end 
of the age," and according to the advance no- 
tions given concerning it, he predicts that we are 
now living in the end of the age of Empires. These 
are great words, for with the loss of the empirical 
idea, will go the theocratic idea. The priest will in- 
evitably follow the king. The end of < 
the end of the other. Kingcraft and priestcraft go 
hand in hand. They depend upon each other for 
mutual support and profit. The king would not 
have existed so, long, but for the power of the priest 
over the ignorant masses of the people, and the 
priest has been pampered by the king in return for 
the favors extended. 

It is through the publication of Henry W. Nevin- 
son's, "The Dawn of Russia," that Tolstoi's 
utterances' are given out In it he tells of a visit to 
Bright Home, as Tolstoi's place is known, and 
obtaining his attention, the famous Russian patriot, 
itopped from his labors and said to his visitor: 

"The present movement in Russia, is not a riot," 
ie said to Mr. Nevison. "It is not even a revolu- 
tion; it is the end of an age. And the age that is I sessing a feeling of such il liberality and 
ending is the age of empires— the collection of that no movement can be suggested, no steps insti 
smaller states under one large state. There is no 
true community at heart or thought between Rus- 
sia, Finland, Poland, the Caucasus, and all our 
ither states and races. And what have Hunhry, 
Bohemia and Syria, or the Tyrol to do with Aus- 
tria ? No more than Canada, Australia, India, or 
reland has to do with England. People are now 
leginniug to see the absurdity of these things, and 
u the end people are reasonable. That is why the 
ige of empires is passing away." 

"The whole argument— which ran on with a half- 
rouic simplicity of this kind— was magnificent, not 
so much for its daring as for its quiet confidence in 
lan reason," continues Mr. Nevison. "I remem- 
bered how, for the last twenty years, all the brazen 
trumpets of vulgarity had been sounding the note 
of empire over us at the one great and stirring pur- 
pose of existence. And here was this rugged old 
; calmly telling me, as though it were some- 
thing of a platitude, that we had just come to the 
of an age— the age of empires. There he sat 
in the familiar gray shirt, without coat or collar, 
the belt around the waist, and the high leather top- 
boots (for he had just tramped around his land in 
the snow), quietly following out the exact logic of 
his principles, no matter where it might lead him. 
He was seventy-seven, and in terms of years one 
was forced, as he said, to call him old. The spirit 
had retired deeply into the shrunk and withered 
form. But under the shaggy brow the grey-green 
i still looked out with the clearness of profound 
thought and fearless simplicity which have made 
him the greatest rebel in the world.' 



never received the price of a postage stamp from 
the organization and the labor it expended in its 
behalf was all a labor of love, performed without 
money and without price, and withal, without com- 
plaint. Yet, upon such flimsy ground the Humani- 
tarian Review takes hold of an utterance made 
by a zealous udmirer of this paper, namely, A. Lut- 
terman, and from it weaves a sinister charge that 
the Blade is acuated only by selfish motives in un- 
dertaking the work of trying to get the Freethink- 
es together for an organization in America. So far 
from this being true, the Blade is willing t'.> cooper- 
ate with any person, or combination of perams, to 
bring such an organization into existence, and once 
it is made a success, should it desire a mouthpiece, 
the Blade will suggest the name of its critic to per- 
form that function, 

It is not enough that the editor of the Human- 
itarian Review would soften the hursuuoss of his 
r.bald criticism by the statement that "In saying 
wiese things, 1 am not charging evd intent, but 
of judgment," for in the very next paragraph 
he does charge "evil intent," by insinuating that 
tin re is a struggle between the "old rival asso- 
ciations "the only issue of which is based altogeth- 
er" en the principle that the early bird c uehes the 
i.iuiy worm." Then what is .he use of saying 
one thing and meaning another if Apologies usually 
come after the injury has been done, but in the case 
of H. R. the apology is offered first and the insult 
d afterwards, having the appearance of 
throwing down a feather bed upon which to hurl a 
contemporary that the fall may not be quite so 
hard. Right here the Blade wishes it distinctly 
understood that it seeks no friendship that c 
be given freely. It refuses to fawi 
hypocrite. Its independence is the fi 
toin. It is capable of standing on its tub and it has 
a Fourth of J uly all its own. 

The Blade can only express its supreme pity for 
one who is so narrow and so illiberal as to deem 
any effort outside of its own as unworthy and 
degrading. That this view is entertained may be 
inferred from the strictures offered against the 
Truthseeker by charging that its ambition savors 
Of an eliort to become a "rival of the Blade," and 
to "degrade the new association to the position of 
a mere Truthseeker Club." So then, in the opinion 
Of this illiberal editor a Truthseeker club is "de- 
grading " yet, while we do not seek to take from 



• • • • • 

WHAT WILL THE HARVEST BE? 

The Blade trusts that its readers will not grow 
weary of its continued comments upon the situa- 
tion in Russia, for we regard it as a crisis in the 
history of human affairs, the beginning of an age 
f freedom, in which both kingcraft and priestcraft 
are to be placed on the shelf of antiquity. It 
pre-eminently an age of change, the transformation 
may be slower than many hope for, but it will be 
complete and the more to be appreciated when it 
arrives. 

No observer, even though to a superficial de- 
gree, can fail to realise that the Russian situation 
is critical, indeed, and yet it is being treated by the 
political doctors in the Czar's cabinet, in about 
the surest way, it would seem at this point of view, 
to lose the patient. It is a case of overdoing a part 
and official Russia is riding to a hard and danger- 



tuted, no plans for permanent improvement under- 
taken, but what the motive underlying it must be 
misjudged and misrepresented in print. It will ap- 
pear that the Blade is accused, by a liberal con- 
temporary, notably the Humanitarian Review, with 
having sinister motives in soliciting contributions 
from Freethinkers upon the subject of organiza- 
tion, and the suggestion is thrown out that the chief 
end and aim of the Blade is to make of the organi- 
zation, should it be effected, a "Blade Club," with 
an eye singly upon gain. And the Blade is not 
alone in this, for the same writer accuses the Truth- 
seeker of being in the attitude of a rival to the 
Blade in the matter of organization and striving to 
head off the Blade that any organization of Free- 
thinkers in America, new or old, may be converted 
into a Truthseeker Club. 

That this view is erroneous may be determined 
from the fact that the Blade does not even consider 
it has a rival. On the contrary, the Blade regards 
all Freethought publications as co-workers and 
helpers in the cause of humanity, all striving to 
reach the same end, struggling as best we may to 
accomplish the same results. Were such a feeling 
entertained by the organ that has presumed to 
launch such a tirade the labor of emancipation 
would be lightened and the burdens would be less 

It seems, however, that if the Blade can succeed 
establishing a sound, healthy and active organi- 
zation of Freethinkers, the Humanitarian Review, 
save the name, would eternally oppose it, because 
the Blade had taken the initiative without first ask- 
ing its permission. While opposing the Blade on 
this subject, it announces that it will have some- 
thing to say next month on the same subject, an 
organization presumably all its own. If the Re- 
view can succeed in firmly establishing an organiza- 
tion that is worthy of the name, the Blade will give 
it all the support it can, and will labor to make 
that organization a permanent success. The Blade 
cares not for name or power. It seeks nothing it is 
not capable of earning. It is satisfied to depend 
altogether upon its subscription list and asks noth- 
ing in the shape of charity. Granting that the 
Truthseeker is able to take care of itself, The 
Blade does not, in this article, undertake any at- 
tempt at defining its position, other than to sug- 
gest that it is undoubtedly actuated by the same 
motives, and will readily give its support to any 
worthy cause. 

The charge is made that the Blade was made the 
mouthpiece of the National Liberal Party, now de- 
funct. True, the members of that organization, be- 
fall. Their conduct at this time, being in open ing largely composed of Blade readers expressed 



tne l ruthseeker its right of self criticism upon 
the charges made, the Blade ventures the assertion, 
that if the family of Truthseeker readers could be 
organized today they would become a tower of 
strength for the cause of Freethought in America. 

From such an opinion one is bound to infer that 
the editor of the H. R. feels piqued because the 
Blade had not taken him into its confidence and 
sought his advice anent the question of organiza- 
tion. It looks like a case of being desirous of get- 
trng into the "priest's office, that I, too, may eat a 
piece of bread." And why decry the efforts of a 
Liberal contemporary? Is it a case of sour grapes? 
Is there not room enough on this broad continent 
for even more Freethought publications? And 
should not each one be encouraged to do the best 
it can for the advancement of human liberty? Is it 
not a fact that this same petty spirit of jealousy has 
led to the disruption of such organizations that 
have existed heretofore? And is it not also true 
that the cause can never make any permanent head- 
way until its advocates entertain kindlier feelings 
for each other, and agree to work together, hand 
to hand, and heart to heart, imbued with one ambi- 
tion, one desire, and that, the ultimate triumph of 
rationalism over the cohorts of superstitinu and 
intolerance ! 

There is one thing with which the Blade heartily 
agrees, and that is, if a new organization is effected, 
it must be built on new lines, abandoning old 
methods and have nothing in common, save for its 
ultimate, with old associations. It is this very prin- 
eiple that the Blade has advocated and on another 
page of the same issue of the II.R. in which its edi- 
torial tirade is found, is an extract from the Blade 
editorial columns expressing precisely similar ideas 
on the subject. 

Blade now asserts that the editor of the H. 
in serious error in prefering such charges. 
They are unjust and untrue. They are unworthy 
any liberal publication deserving the name. It 
would have been better for the H. R. had they never 
been written or published. Their tendency is to 
c reate personal antagonisms that ought to be strict- 
ly avoided, and if indulged in, can result in no good 
to the cause we jointly advocate. Instead of this 
hostile attitude, let there be a more kindly feeling 
for all, and hereafter, abstain from such harsh 
judgment, lest in the process, ye be j 
wice. 



hostility to the steadily growing idea of represen- 
tative popular government, is such as to give 



their p 



s of open 
with each other, but the Blade 



t for this B 



TO OUR READERS. 

So many of our subscribers have written urging 
an increase fan the cost of annual subscriptions to 
the Blade, many suggesting that its price ought to 
be doubled, others offering advice upon the subject, 
and as the present rate of compensation is insuffi- 
cient to admit of any improvement in the publica- 
tion of the Blade, we have decided to make some 
change in the subscription rate, beginning with the 
first of October next, and we submit the question to 

i Page 4, first eoltrnuT) 
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WHY THE WORKERS 



may make more effectual battle. And 
laborers have drawn up in line of bat- 

LEFT THE CHURCH n:iv >' Kunmoned nineteen i 

sand children Md BMW] I Wlf< Mid 

I mother Into the service. He cannot 

Physical, Moral and Intellectual e- ( , |, ov (here can 

velopment i. the Chief Aim .n (||(> „,„,,,.„„,.,.• „,„.„ thousand* Of 

Life, and the Church Has Resisted wotn0D .,„,, children arc lighting for 
Every Effort at Advancement. 



Im s tot Ins harvest and the titling* of 

his Hock. And all feel the same com- 
munail guilt as they go lndin ctly to 
the same gambling den and buy theii 
dally bread and ask God to bles< It to 
their use. Men should not cry, "lxird. 
Lord," whi re there Is no Lord, neither 
should tin \ seek peace wher#there Is 



a pei 



(BY WESLEY H. MAINS), 
In Workers' Advocate. 
The question is repeatedly asked 
why the laboring man has forsaken 
the church. The answer will be found 
In the relation of the laboring DUB 
towards his surroundings and the atii 
tude of the church towards that rela- 
tion. The laboring man sees that tin U< s with the cheap r 
physical, moral and intellectual devel- mist. See her standi 

of man is the real object of 'he grent amphitheater of life. 



dear life down In the valley, nor how 
under such circumstances there could 
be any physical Of spiritual "hidings 
in the shadows of the rock." From 
those highlands Ihe coal baron can see 
the chill and gloom of those camp 
fires. The beef trust can MM that 



) the churc 



Til 



life; that the material things of this 
world are but means to these ends, 
and that society owes it to the indi- 
vidual, and each individual to himself, 
to attain the most complete life pos 
sible. Though the- politicians tell him 
that political economy Is the science 
of wealth, yet he sees from the 
they make of it that it has to do 



rr, in 



the valley she can see the daz- 
zling light, hear the shouts of victory, 
the glad hosannas, nnd knows that ii 
is the farmers gathered together to 
celebrate the feats of the beef trust. 
She wonders if their in arts may not 
be troubled some day. On the high- 
lands she can hear the Morgans, .the 
Hills, the Rockefellers and the Carne- 
gie* dividing their spoil, boasting of 
the libraries they will found, the 
cathedrals nnd temples they will build. 
She sees Cud's heaven all about her 



Near fork christian Herald, in 
editorial in reference to the miners' 
strike, after picturing the want, mis 
ery, injustice and Inequality of the 
miner, said that the remedy was arbi- 
tral inn. in the next issue it stated 
ttwl th« real remedy was the salvation 
of the capitalist, but that they cou 
not expect justice to any great dogTi 
of accuracy till the millennium. At 
i member this is said of men, all of 
Whom believe In Jesus. Thus the 
II raid would have the miner to under- 
stand that justice would give to him 
a happy home and happy Ml -round- 
ings now. However, to expect it, he 



die 



application of the material things or 
this world to man s material 
He has concluded that life in 
richness Is for all men; and If so, in ••'>•! MtClalBM: "In th Midst Of Qod'l 
a world of so much labor, the labor a l'<aveii there is hell!" She wishes the 
man performs should not be inconsis- higHlanders would "ca*1 off the works 

tent with an honest hope of attaining darkness and put on thfl HI ' of 

that life. light"— cease gathering plunder, giving 

The coal miner said his life was Mil sanctifying 
miserable as the result of the long In remembrance of God's love for all 
hours he worked and the small pay -mankind the miner In his skirmish 
he received, and when he appealed to wltfc the coal trust demanded his free 
the public the public verified those d m, ,or rather demanded more free 
statements and demanded of the coal do mof the commercial world. You 
barons that they eaRe up. A hoard of 'heard the reply, the spirit and senti- 
arbitration was appointed to limit the meal of which is liest expressed in a 
power of the coal baron to crush the leclartaion: "The world is mine; God 
j that the i igns in heaven." All know that It 
would take more than the plagues in 
Dieted on I'haroah before the coal 
arons would let the miner go. And 
Cod Is not likely to raise up another 
Moses to lead the people out on a 
strike. 

The laboring man is thoroughly eon 
.-clous of his struggles. He feels the 
ehurch is. He knows that the church 
must have seen the Pharaohs and the 
Caesars, for nearly all of them wor- 
ship a tthe temple. He sees in the 
church no Mos s defying the power of 



board of arbitration should do awir 
with the struggle between the two 
contending parties, but t«> fix the lfh« 
of battle. 

The laboring man everywhere feels 
s his surroundings as do< ■ the 
is a mere victim of 



idltlons Imposed by oth- 
: determine his destiny and 
that of his family with fixed certainty: 
"To hunger, to thirst, ,to faint and to 
fight. 

Why, this is the white pawn's trade; 
That the king and the bishop, the 

queen and the knight < mpeUed to preach the power of 

May slumber and be not afraid." ' Rockefeller nnd his gifts unto salva- 
i laying the sewer is con-jtion. To the laborer the church seems 

"The mason "is"c7msei..iis' ,: tir7r~ • " is '~~ ? . rnT nr.i.- 

hi 8 skill as he constructs the .large tines, without first driving them out. 
buildings. The man keeping the rail- 1 The Philistines have captured the ark 
road track in perfect condition during' with the covenants oi the Lord; "(he 
winter's chilly blast or summer's ' glory is departed from Israel." The 
sweltering sun is fully conscious of the church can DO longer say: "Come unto 
merit of his work. But to him It has n.e all and are ,., avj 

inlug beyond the laying 



brick, sewer and ties that he may eat 
bread, and eating bread that he may 
lay more sewer, more brick, more ties. 
He sees that h e condition in life, ,the 
long hours he works and the pay re- 
ceived are absolutely inconsistent with 
the idea of worshiping In spirit and 
in truth at the temple, and so he does 
not enter. When he has gone he has 
seen those there whom he considered 
responsible for his condition. He has 
heard them talk of what they will do 
and knows what he does has far more 
merit and good to humanity than what 
they do. He has heard them talk of 
long summer vacations and how they 
will spend their wealth and concludes, 
whether rightfully or wrongfully,, that 
they are the money-changers of the 
temple. He cannot see why the min- 
ister, when he said a complete life 
was for all, did not go further and say 
that in the proportion that the labor 
one performed was inconsistent with 
the hope of attaining that life, the 
compensation should be greater, the 
hours of labor less, the summer vaca- 
tion longer; that when he spoke of 
the dignity of labor lie did not explain 
where the dignity came in. 

i is willing to 
non labor till 
he has been first taken captive by 
society and become willing to 



can't see how there can he any wor- 
shiping with Jesus at the temple till 
'he mono changers are driven out. 
And the divine summons Is just as 
strong today as when Jesus walked 



the 



Yet 



r abo 



it. Ree- 

memboring what Jesus said to the rich 

Morgans and the Raers from Christ's 

words: "If the world hate you, ye 
know that it hated me before It hated 
you. If you were of the woild, the 
world would love hi sown, but because 
ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world. ,there- 
'ore the world hateth you." He could 
not understand to whom you appho 1 
•he words "world." "ye." and "you," as 
they seemed to he the "world" and the 
"ye" and the "you." 

How shall the laboring man move 
from the tenement house and base 
ment Into the home his hands have 
built. How shall he change his condi- 
tions so that he may honestly hope to 
be saved? And by being saved, I 
mean, be a man. And you may have 
a good faith prayer that he will be 
saved. These are the questions the 
laborer would ask the church. Evi- 
dently he is not going to do it by 
praying, for he does not pray. Shall 
th. miner pray? lias not God in all 



oat if a happy home and an 
opportunity to enter into the ■ ai king, 
don of life is just for man now, then 
that justice demands justice now as 

wall ■ ill heaven. To May ttatlce Ii 

Injustice. Why should we have more 
hope of having justice hereafter than 
now? Or who would give to him jus- 
tice hereafter and deny it to him now ? 
Especially since God has taught him 
to say, ' Thy will be done on earth ns 
ft Is in heaven?" 

The laboring man has concluded 
that so long ns he remains In that 
base condition of servitude the chu r oh 
of today can give to him no more than 
the mi re husks of religion, that while 
the priesthood and politician may care 
for tli pi or, yet they may be ewilliug 
tha tthe poor remain poor that tliev 
may care for him. He is censci QUI 
the church knows that the sun will not 
bend Its rays to brighten his home 
down In the basement. He knows Hi it 
in could not bring Jesus with you to 
his home, for Jesus woud lnsisi on 
taking him away. And he 

The problem of the laboring 
■ it. r than the church. It Is a/pron 
I em of humanity Itself. There 
time when the slave was to ha\ 
(Teed* m, regardless of the prater In 
ihe North or in the South. Ai 
black man's freedom could 
prayed down or eompromlsi 
laborer feels his cause cam 
prayed down nor arbitrated down. He 
h^ <-■■ el.,d'M.I.-U-al if' he ve*! In- 
nvsd be must save himself; liot by 
submission, by sacrifice and tribute, 
but by courage and resolution. He 
has already eaten enough from the 
trie of life to know that he does not 
die, but lives the bitter, and td» know 
f< r himself, not from priests or poli- 
ticians, what Is good or evil fnjm him. 
Conscious that If he does not Shave it 
he is t.iiso to himself, to his family anil 
his fellow-man. To that extent haa 
the struggle gone that he has; a feeling 
towards the commercial world that he 
will esteem all men as equal, bowing 
his knees to no one." And towards 
■orld as if he would 



SOME REASONS 
WHY PRIESTS 
DON'T MARRY 

Article That Has Been Denied Publi- 
cation by a Number of Different 
Papers Comes to the Blade. 

(By N. L. CLARKE). 
From a batch of correspondence 
sent to the Blade by the author of 
this article, it is evident that ho had 

an anonymous contribution td the 
Florida Times Union on Mm subject 
of "Why Don't Priests Marry." The 1 
contribution was undoubtedly u 
by a Woman Catholic defend, r of'4» 
celibacy of tho priesthood, a:id -lal'-l 
though It appeared in u column dMtig- 
nated as "The People's Fomiii.' tho 
Times Union refused to pubis,, this 
answer. Later, It was sent Uj'l mini 
her of other American publications. >n" 
eluding The Metropolis, pubWlirlf ' al 
Jacksonville, Florida. The ' it.dMiein 
Baptist, published at Velano, Florida, 
and the T.uhseokoi , of New fork. 
As a l'orum of the people, in renlit 



. before 




I b iased mind can carefully and candid- 
ire called the "Holy 
id apply to their con- 
same diligent attention 
tight that he would do to other 
it will surely discover discov- 
are simply a combina- 
T ion oi ancient m yi tis, mysteries, tl c- 
and falsehoods, prepared by the 
■ of Ignorant men in diTfdvfl and 



, ... goirig o^i|_.. . 
but 1 believe that t • priests In general 
irk lacking fh'Tha standard of morals 
Hctf li^AatllWHij good people? 
In ciiiu.rnHloni I -ill say that I enf 
stant friends 

Hknrjafl 

ille> SJJ I 

ftfl ""•"adfi. Jhai 

111 p eminent. 
I have delayed Tiling, hoping that 



Umbo 1 Mm) more » 

u mild ItnUe 



thai 



i write than my 
present the 



i to 



i the 



the Blade gives It space , and would 
have published the entire correspou 
dence, but for the fact that it would 
occupy n., re space lhan we have to 
spare. The rejected article, reads as 
follows: , 

Balm, Florida— I see by your issue 
of September 12, an article written 
under the head, "Why don't Priests 
Marry?" and signed, "Unus Inter 

Oar ssl 

If you will allow me the use of your 
column, I will endeavor to show to 
your readers that the writer's aim is to 
mislead them or he belongs to that 
class whom- he would call "uneducat- 
ed." 

The writer would have your readers 
believe that there are Irnjlh n«Hf cir- 
culated In his to"" 




facts in the case and have done so 
without motive toward any of my 
Catholic friends of which I have many. 

Trusting that all who may read this 
will feel that I have only done what 1 
believe was My duty to myself, family 
and country I am yours for the 
Searchlight to be turned on, let it 



THE MYSTERIES 

OF COOLINESS 

Able Treatise on The Origin of the 
God Idja, Show mj That it Sprang 
From Ignoranje. 'Wnei ; Reason 
Enters, Faith Departs." 

(By DANIEL R. TENNY). 
From Ltbo.'d He view 
It has been clearly demonstrated by 



»ni 

of barbarl 
of poetry 
that is subl 

is shocklni 
abominable. ' 

days, In a S 
School contest, 1 committed to 
dry, accurately, the Four Gospel 
the Acts of the Apostles and cai 




of c 



• the 



lliligel 



mil thou 



there are books that do 
"personate, and they are not barred 
from the use of the mails. Were It 
necessary, it would not take me long 
to get a list of them that would (ill 
Several columns of your paper. I will, 
however, call to the minds of your 
readers a book entitled, "Thirty yeais 
in Hell," page 88. where they will find 
that one, Rev. Kuhlman, is permitted 
to gn on with his pastoral duties in 
East St. Ivouis. 

The author demands a suit for libel 
and tells where he can be found. 

I also call attention to another 
author the Rev. J. Scott, Carr, D .D. 
In his book "The Devil in Robes, or 
the Sins of the Priest," page 249, says 
there i s a "Florida town, where a 



jore < 



of pries 



wai 



principle of evolution. In na- 
ture, nothing is lost. Tearing down 
mill rebuilding, modification and im 
provement from simple to complex, 
seems to he the rule. No original 
creator is conceivable in honest minds. 
All organisms have proceeded from 
primordial germs, replete with active 
life. Such germs, with inborn power 



to 



forests 



of gras 



B i i ana have been wonderfully 
successful. Such of those germs as 



ami atrial 



When, in later years I began to Rudy 
geology and do some thluking fo|B my- 
self. I was astounded to findjjthat 

Genesis and geology, truth and Bhec- 
logy were at variance. I deterAned 
to find out which was right. Jfo I 
bought a suitable bible and read it 
carefully from beginning to end 
Greatly to my surprise and disappoint- 

its numerous books were purely works 
of fiction, poetry and psalmody, devis- 
ed by skilful men. in the ancient days, 
to deceive and control the people — 
with revenue on the side— and that Is 
three dletteS, instead of being gods 
of love, whose tender mercies are over 
all their works, are simply crude de- 
mons, devised by an Ignorant priest- 
hood to frighten the people, and that 
Instead of being worshipful divinities, 
they are a disgrace to the very name. 
Such will be the conclusion also of 
any candid mind who will give deliber- 
ate attention to the great volume. Be 

mre to carefully and candidly "read 

he scriptures!" 



the evolution of intelllget 
tegrity has continued to 
the minds of our clerict 
Every now and then, one of them has 
boldly proclaimed his honest opinion 
and been convicted of heresy. A 
change of opinion has gradually come 
over many of them. Occasionally they 
are mustering up courage to express 
their thought. In Plymouth Chuch, in 
Brooklyn, long years ago, I heard the 
immortal lleefiltfir sap ounce, from h(s - 
pulpit that " the Bible God Is a moral 
monstrosity." in other words, he re- 
pudiated the Bible gods as the horror 
of horrors and such they really are. 
Later came the distinguished success- 
or of Beecher, Lyman Abbott, parson 
of the same church, who says "I no 
Ibtiger be!ieW J to a great first cause. 
My G'ofl W'h '^ratff la«a>fever present 



religion 



ithol 



covered archway pan 
and spend the residue of the night in 
a Cachanallan revel." 

I will further say that tho above 
books pass through the mails and can 
be had upon payment of their retail 



.lit 



v. Iia 



ill, M 



ment house and basement. That labor- plaint, seen their misery, known they 
era* conditions are as certain in their were making bricks without straw? 
results today as when Fharoah had Has lie not seen the thousands whom 
the Hebrew children building store the coal trust and beef trust were 
houses for him, or In the days when working? Why pray lot daily bread 
the Romans made laborers out oi their' when It takes the strongest combiiia- 
captlves, or the slave master had the (ions of capital under the most favor- 
slaves gathering cotton for him. It able protective tariff laws now to con- 
was not the laying of brick nor the trol the daily bread so that they may 
g gatherlng of cotton that made them Bather their tribute? The trust cannot 
slaves, but the conditions imposed by be di feati '1 In this way. The trusts 
their masters — conditions from which are tie tan < i-ti- as le y up 
there could be no reasonable hope of pear when ripening. If tha harvest 
salvation. He sees In the struggle were ripe we oonld g» gather the tares, 
they made theSdWe* -struggle he is RaHtton MM Ilka 10 much mer- 

»' «¥ nfWflc 1% pTay-ing in v,.ur home the long winter evening praying for 
»H4ilmm'>mtk thur a tfeW oi I .., harvest in the lummv, 

JVWlWiUl) 'tW'VWif (M^n'sfeT *B& fctiowin*' that if his prayer was an- 
-iri«»ilore thHtorn '«l»fk>so'r*y?i Y^f If Pi#< t«I Im would gather the harvest 
.r.»iW»aye»iiOtimoheyiia*d *npw'' no*hdw nml' *« n 'it Do the worst gambling den 
. M ^ 8 nm^iritii»fq ybvriBi'lirrw4Bianf/ voir on earl In »h«i boariLof *red f : He knows 
iw nrr f r yn_.ln: thfydiwt ,w»ih hiin>thnt if tan Uifd vofs to.nome. to earth 
^4jir^frrrf*ll^/B^ were to .go up tp th i; female 



ten in the heart of man," not up in 
tables of stones. If God Is upon Mt. 
Sinai, .let Moses stand guard, the 
laborer will go up and talk to him, as 
he no longer fears to look upon his 
*ace. 

He has read the covenant and nas 
learned that to be honest with himself 
nnd family he must have those condi- 
tions and surroundings in life con 
slstent with the most complete llf 
possible. Yes, he has read a covenant 
broader than that. He sees that to Be 
honest with himself he owes It to each 
p.nd every -other member of society 
that they shall nave conditions -3i\i il'y 
Consistent with an honest hope of en- 
tering into the kingdom of life, that if 
i l.o hours of labor aed the compensa- 
tion offered will not enable hlin to live 
that most complete life possible, ho | self, 
cannot, .and be honest with himself, 
continue in its service. Nelttie- c.tn 
he leave it tor another to do. 

In the revelation hr- sees hat If he 
would be saved he mas: save others. 
Tin a if Ihe church would know why 
the laboring man has forsaken It, j Is some w 
study his conclusions. There can be I church or 
11 all the In the Phi 



according to tne writer's views, the 
priest deserves to die and with equal 
propriety with the writer, I will Bay 
unless he or some one else does not 
bring those authors to Justice, all 
educated men and women are obliged 
to believe that the Catholic Priest 
stands under the bane of suspicion, if 



i givl 



faculty 

also of injecting into those beings a 
disposition to delude and be deluded 
to evolve In their imagination 
"a great first cause" and to 
bow down to him and worship him. 
under alln the ancient days, when the devel-jf orce ." wil; they try him 
nunnery opment of these primordial germs h'ad 1 They will no^. ''The sun 

so far proceeded that some of HhW :< Bdt there' W nothfng , 'new' : or 
brighter products no longer hung, -by j 8 bgut. all this. I have- beun. asaured bv 
the-r tails to the limbs of, re,,; s„,g,it\ lt leaiU a llut , Ul ,. a p.^TcCy- 
.uile huts and caves for ■ residence men, whom i have met in extensive 
and hail learned to build a fire, they travel in this and other countriea, that 
and Incline ,„,,, j u t ,. u ,,j luo puirQ inteljigeu. 

inquTf'e-' 'InTCTcle'rgy 1 fceilev'e hn V persorTarTeTty, a 
their slmplci divine revelation, a Virgin-born ^avior 
V( >n^V 1 w t[i}im'an^ oft The sftiel culal doctrines 
-T*e"V*iWo ^nVtlogmas of TtTB 1 CnTritlan cturch. 
lrprlsed and Uurely have I met one who adfct 
By i U M M tdhty U l j tu l MjlM iMMtl Hire W-ft***tlr«*r>opln. 

ion. Th^qgy aad; Ijta.iaM.,)^ are 
thus taking a back seat. They ought 
t". They are a delusion, ^rora Start to 
finish, and people are gradually ascer- 
taining the Tact. The courageous pro- 
l'ag'ai|..u of FTcethbugn't'' 1 'ft 1 accom- 
plishing a great reform. It may reas- 
onably ba:feared,:b? allmhbaettiot true 
Christians, that this modem itGed of 
Brother Abbott will be as reluctant of 
performance, , ft answering, supplica- 
tions as have been the myriad of. otha r 
cU vfi%e personalties who' have preced- 
ed liini in the Imaginations, of 
— 1 i'iiJXTu ■■:.■<■. I. . 



brains. Thi 
these things ai 
phenomena of 

ori rawed them 



ances 

tors, concluded that an individual su, 
preme being, a great first cause, exist 
ed somewhere in the sky, who must 
again, thai If the writer is as intelll- j have created and controlled the whole, 
gent as he WOOld have your readers to This was a very natural conclusion ttr 
bolleve he is, he must know that he is | primitive 'pjjflds. As time wore 
misleading when he says the govern- 
ment is suffering the information of 
the Immorality of the priest. 

If you will pardon me for further 
trespassing on your most valuable 
space. I will endeavor to give your 
readers some very valuable testimony 



he 



ment. No. 190, 50th Congress, 2n 
s Ion. 

You can open that document 
n ost any page and you will finf}" 
tiling outrageous, second tliat' 1 ' 1 
is some what damaging to tiy Oatholfa 

church or its priest by their ftettOM 



in almost' ! every. tHijft, .f#me>. «MUf*l 
fellow tholigb't out and explained to 
the mult W d f' lmi nature of this Imag- 
inary Mtpt-Kthe tjeiM jpd ^.. Impressed 
his i vision; wpxm their minds that they 
became, oatitfled he was right. Thijs 
whs, duvtfiHWtl and embodied in the 
i; ,uiuid- of'ilif. an'rl«-nil'.pcJtipre r ''« i Mfe 
ian ) d. | safii|ed fl a' Vast niibSber oT siipranVe 
i, B$j ys. beoriiig different names ami 
e. -nig varying: charaeteristJpB all 

V >ho Mati»lu.7hn nt Ihe 



rn.m ^Aianabosho o^th. 
ttfliaa to — —* -* 
y.ime 1 Israelite*. 1 " The devo 



Jehovah of the 
development of such 



Why not stop talklhg"aL_ _ 

lirttitude 'concWnTrifJ' a 'God 'Uom 



people can go up. Nor will God re- 
ceive any man inlo the promised land 
who has not the heart to take posses- 
sion in the name of all mankind. As 
heaven could not be heaven to a soul 
worthy of heaven so long as one soul 
is In unending suffering, so should the 
misery, injustice and inequality In the 
world today be a dally crucifixion of 
the soul assuming to say, "Thy will be 
done." 



He se es In the trust no n ew enemy, he would find ho) onW iovej being pa date of s 



$3.25 to Cincinnati and Return Via. 
Queen and Crescent Route On Ac- 
count of Cincinnati Fall Festival. 



Tickets on sale August 28th, and 
St., September 4th, 7th, 11th. 14th, 
Ifeth and 21st, good G days lc addition 
bo^date of sale. Ask ticket agents for 



.jlT jjiw 

I will quote what Is recorded on a 
few of the pages of this dAnrfmetrCfiir 
the benefit of these who fcaboltmit! MM 
an opportunity in secure n is valuable 
information. On page jtHk"M ilbifl 
di cm, „, one can read] M^ WftW % 
put to the witness tliat | ,wa^ 1 pfii(imop,i i d , 
before the committi 
to a quest h 
friars. Here Is 
general licentiousness 

Another witness on page 167, same 
document. Que,tion. |l "}t^ltlle'y''(lke 
friars and priest) tbaftt I In 'rhtdp'trelfc 
nf'S-iAtisWer.i 'llisvrver 

ti4t, ,.w»b R»ro^[i an* 



ibA fWdit 




id" deceiving 

tnemul' 

we Know has no personal existence, 
niul i, Kin to all adoration < of the In- 
finite < .unchangeable I ande erect glor- 
ious powers of nature Whctheri good 
of ba>l, a,ppa/ent to us all? Evolution 
is certainly making a grand advance- 
ment in 1 trie'fiuhta'ri mltta. " U 



iloiilim ss has alwayt 



mg mei 
atttatf wi tter 

-"liTbss/'tgsewj and flourished, 
Umi«! periods tJehoVatr the' God of M 
M .'«» J I M*..b* 1 ailiaWl Son' <fl HUi m*>, 
a i^d, ' t,be pth ef. I gosa n an d t bsv klr* of 
pihexi tjaeo^qgits in all parts. Dflttbo 
►mmlttee"', .Tfje .j^s'wfr' ^orld'. ( Though their number 
of liceii'tloiiluiess' of the 'legion! most of tbcmhaye (wig since 

is the appvWIivSiK l^^miWf^'^^ 

outness. 1 ' "' "" hncicrlt curiosities. " the student of 

is'Wmria'r'wrth'ail'rnls'J l'' 
, a's the '^^hal'UreanV; . 



UP-W-OATE PAMPHLtT 



possible savior, are still 
Oiingtnglto the| minds of maDy peop* 
have seen om that^.wr* parcel Ant ttirouBhoatt the, cAvlllwl wytfaYffivylut. 
ithcr witness on iMfOi.^lMM \WfUf"*M. how^^iji;, ,ca)vi(ng, theae, fpa^ 
ho people nearer Uip , '^lypnt,, ^ (| chct|shed .«ic;lt|o aj f to ^radualfy, dlsap-, 
ooser their morals.'] flftlMKft, '-^f, Ll"«ir from the inirid.s of thou^tful 
Ind some very danjagjilg testimony 'men ' The EvangelVst'Milody iised'fre 
"N'Viie'ty.yevy'n "s|gna- ] qdenfrf to aripbu ) 



AND DIVORCE' 

JOSESHINE K. rtltMrtY 



VE RSAILLKBv 'KfCNTVOky. 

(jo t tioi)asitivi^ li> ^'iliii'i 
mptly f 



what Brigadier Geb^al'tt:''P.''Hw^,'Wrg1lt.M Nb 'man with a free IMW '# 'ct*Tet» H** "I"" "'• " , 



WITH EYES SOLELY 
ON HEAVEN 



rtMHTHI, Cornet on "Hiram Golfs 
Religion" By William^ Marion 

b , Reedy la St. Louis Mirror, That I. 
Well Worth Reading. 

' A lit'lle'WK now In Its IhWenth 
,,, lr uf v,,u„, ils a plft volume fro,., 
-am. -si people to those whose souls 
they would save has I" en Sent ... tho 
'efntor oi'the Mirror. II Is called Hi. 
am Golfs Religion- the author is 
"ftBV: 5 bebr^"H. ! Hopworth. <ht {|j eau 
"htfait ami wholly unobjectionable as 
k firVfofninnce. fOf Its- simpli 

cRy'of'ktyle til comt«om7able.' i f«rt It 
% : -Hihim haMoTdaah. ff's' the von 
'fir reltelbnif "dripe" that tht- subsidized 
'Vitl'ipff 'has ! l.een injecting into us for 
•vWr#.''"h M'k <Mo' "ft dreaming: of a 
'W&'+Vn'Sn-or yrmdor. drcamlrtt- so he 
•W'fiMfeVthe Wsh'ts he Is Bfelhi roh- 
HU Vff. tier.' .'..id no*. I,y- the people 
•Who : 'Wippbrt' : thiir ' kind of religion, 
"vicariously all the" while they are 
"VertfeW tnfe mon.'' It's ttfer SorT'of 
ytV.ft'Wat 'stiefns exactly Calculated to 
Wfuw" the commdtl mari'fatb a traribe' 
In'wt.lch hV- shan't hotfc* 1 that the 
tfitngs'whilcli are 'Ms ; ahd all the 1 pub- 
lic's are- gobbled tip by tho 

flub-dub that is paddled out by the* 

lisl.e-a 0 ^ 4?. 'P. h 'Wt^ ; . 3 ia<"fuHy as 
nauseating In U s nlobbe rlness as "The 
Sphinx's Lawjer^ ; by ^Frank Danby, 
jthat gives one (lie corrupt savor ol 
^society whicluexcuses its focalize 
,the'accl4eat that one man of genius. 

Wido. arose out of li only ... 
irtnh beck jiri.-, it This thing of K-ner- 
latbjig a,', 'spiritual drunkenness Is no 
.'more conimendaable than the eultlva- 
'li,„, of a sensual .li unk. nness. Rev. 
^JttC; Hepw^rth's'seruionstory is twad- 
.Jflfy Un predicated 'on a falsity. It 
( ,dwpsn't ^ touch the ( problem of life at 
" iul'cates a doctrine dear to 
jpejr suckles"— that the lower 
<liou].i be conti nt with their 

modern Jacoti_Bo£hnje, not a shoe; 
maker at air; but an exalted mystic, 
masqu erad I ng" US 2 &■ 9hV>em aker. The 
'HoWln<i"6f the book is the sort' 6f 
^crm^tlsm'ttttfc makes for utter submls., 
a 8ian to a Vhe will of God— as some one 
"Who knows 1 no wore hi that, will than 
' ^Skno^tVlls us. It's the- sort of re- 
°thjfon ttfaf has' Ween "lBflled oat from 
-'time iftimtemorial from the. Bngllbh 
'"cakle of manor to-itafr people of the. 
v •property,' tho tract <frfuff'rhat gMW with 
a ec*d viWafe and sooond-band clothes., 
,} Hfram Golf Is sure- that whatever «»' Is 
'"'Hiht, aHd"that Heaved h¥"A xrery. 
"terial stalls which Is (ttdne'fftw 'alT 
'""ItAt has "bees wrong. ' 



'to apprehend 1 'fte evil'of the man. I 
am not sure Chat all this Is as really 
unreal as the idyllic sermonizing of 
Hiram Golfs Religion'." This book of 
Rev; Mr. llepworth's Is Just the sort 
of stuff that will be recommended to 
the, poor of the parish by all pastors 
who .lure not taekTe any modern evils 
in their "pulpits, because they have 
so many rich parishioners who may 
have been in with the Insurance syn- 
dic;. Is, or havo stock in plants In 
I'aekiiigtown or crush their small com- 
peiitnrs In business by taking rebates 
from the railroads, or draw revenues 



that you avoided (as I supposed you 
Iniost universal im- 




1s, of 



from noisome tenements, o,r hold 
sl.An and bonus In properties built 
.i|Kin 'franchises sinned by boodle dis- 
bu.s. ■ineijts 'to aldermen. It's excel- 
lent lollipop. It's infant food, doped 
with i.aregoric. It won't do for men 
who think and see. We want some 
.■n here and now. 

ALLCOMlMENT 
THEROME BOOK 

Interesting Letters From Which Well 
Known,, Freethinker, Who are 
Pleased With Dr. Wilson's Effort 
On "A Trip to 



From Dr. E. B. Foots, Sr.. 

Larchmont Manor, N. Y., My Ixar 
lit. Wilson— I have read the book. 
F«*l almost as it I had been by your 
aid* rift* 
have/ »pu 

events* I 'You know I told you when 
you gav* \e. bally the story of your 
visit to the Congress uf liberals, that 
if you would put it in writing, you 
would make your readers almost feel 
as if Ihey had in . n with you. I am 
sure (very rt-advr will feel as If he 
had aeed and heard all that you have. 
You uro certainly entitled to great 



ed your duties as a delegate to the 
great gathering of Liberals in the 
Eternal City. You diligently loaded 
up wirh all the good thiligs coming un. 
der your observation, and have dis- 
charged the cargo in a way to make 
f^very patron of yuur \>vok feel well re- 
paid. "Gaud and faithful servant, en- 
ter thou into the joy or the Lord. " 
But nut yet^.ns we nettd you to for- 



wt^fffaflfrttsteal'^tentent-'wllh that 
sort of faith we shV»h»(l*a*« had little 

• (.'afholie coun 
uiess doesn't 
Ij pe-<lti6 prin- 



nold. The Congress was a gn at, sue 
oesse andiiyouit r«port ot It will reach, 
entertain, all deducate ihousands of 
Interested iread«rs. You show through- 
CiU tnati'yoiii are .the warm friend of 
everg t'athulio 'and Protestant as you 
stai.- at tho close; of page 278. 

No apology W needed because of 
your, poritic; HiHhts, as they all come 
In appropriately SUUiahow that you 
arooasi. -adepfJ in pot tnj as well as in 
pros.;. An .von say: In a book Of 
itrav^td <wteiijwnat drift, where fancy 
id hand 'clothes., leads,"; and., you havo certainly taken. 

(likO; reader ,aW*g with you t'DKMM WW 
Yttfk and |MMM him back again,' 
uild h»vti aUowod hiu» to se« all that 
you have MM thro,pgh IV 



would do) tho almost 
pulse or disposition on the part of 
American to foolishly gust over many 
of the abominations that 
than disclose tho hellishne 
agos in w hich they were conoelred, 
refer particularly to tho foolish crew 
that talk about the beautiful flagla- 
Uons and lovely 

that one hears to named In foreign 
art galleries, excepting some, Clem- 
mens and yourself, I do not recall an 
American writer who has not been ho has bed 
guilty of the conventional raving over 
tho pictured nightmares of the so- 
called "middle ages." 1 do th 
has been more sickly small 
the subject of art in its various phas*s 
than upon any other subject. People 
who see no beauty In a rose 
think It quite the thing to stand be- 
fore a scurvy reproduction of the 
same .and roll their eyes and gurgh 
>f their loveliness. I like your way 
of stating the facts in the case. It is 
free from all conventional humbug 
and accords, so well with such feeling 
and ideas that I ha 
The old world to me, is a horror, be- 
cause of the horrible poverty and mis- 
cry on part of the many that one sees 
in deadly contrast with the pampered 
and degenerate few. How narrative 
suscinct, terse, and 
ficient word embellshment to. 
the picture evident and pleasing 

'e get the substance without 
having to wallow through the usual 
sea of vaguely relative circumstance. 

greatly pleased with the work 
and wish it may have a large sale, but 
you realize that anything not 
entirely in harmony with established 
humbug Is unacceptable to the ma 
race. With kindest wishes, 
remain. — I. N. A. 



ject, and cannot fall to be read by 
thhee who would not by any 
read books specially devoted to Free- 
thought 

I un sure that Ur. Wilson's 
the | of England would be mi 

he has been there, to what It 
was when we had a tilt on the subject 



some few years ago. In 
European travelers 



things' are generally superficial, and 
this Is the very point that Americans 
are slow to find out as It is not till 
■ond that he beglnA to 
Ohio Senator, I forgot 
name, who wrote his experiences 
in the Boston Arena, on bit return, 
was right when tie said It began to 
dawn on him before he had been gone 
long on his long tour, that America 
Was not the only country in the world, 
and that be was not specially pleased 
to realise that his own country was 
the most luberfletai of all those he 
had visited." 

AH honors to you. worker Wilson, 
you were thought a lot of before, and 
the book yon have so nicely written, 
in tho nice conversational style, tnat 
can only come in quick time from tie 
just as you think it will be a 
in the publications of this conn 
list it will have a greal sale' 
. for the cause of Freethught 
has suf- but to recoup the Doctor for his lab 
o. make ors. Let all those who have not read 
- it get one at once — X. COOPER. 



Individual, 
Rapt 1st 

of Consciei 
crucifixion 



ire the beheading of .lohn 
(the hushing of the Voice 

ce), and the betrayal and 
of Jesus (tho Spirit of 



THE HISTORY 



""""VfW" ,; t ' 
, pojnj* Jo .the backwardness 
and'^paiu and other 
tries that ' progress! 




i t.ruot i bat .\ii. Hughes may' 
,ha,ve to pl.t Uw pages tu press many 
limes to, keep, up Willi .he .!e„iaii.l 
Vktok "light to be made for the work, 
it deserve*, fc> |>e, regarded as a/ classic, 
uoiwithHtamMiig ■what Is said by on* of 
your critic* .la «h<» Blue Crass Wade. 

You werje ,v-ery generous in .-ending 
iu*> so many copjes of the, book, but 
I cap make good u&eiof them all. Your 
very cowpli.iieiuaiy allusion tp ino on 
P%n Vfc ie hardly desetv^l, but I will 
.dp my best, to, not mak« you feel 
a*ha.»*<l of. H,. 

1M 'toy you Ppent with me uas 
«|U|W as jileasauily reiucmb. r. d 



It is Simply Splendid. 

Blue. Arizona. Ur. J. B. Wilson, — I 
have just read "A Trip to Rome," I 
pronounce it just simply splendid. 
You have made the facts plain and 
clear without ridicule. I think no one 
ever gained his point by ridiculing his 
pponent. The endorsement of such 
men as D. K. Tenny, I think is quite 
compliment to your book. And I think 
with him, that with proper advertise- 
ment that the sale of the book would 
be very great.— C. B. MARTIN. 

Thanks the Author. 

Blue Earth, Minn.. J. E. Hughes — I 
received the book, "A Trip to Rome, 
I want, to thank the author and pub 
lisher for so fine a book, although 
admire Wilson's writing, this si 
paas.s my expectations, you ought 
sell one hundred thousand copies | 
that price. It is an eye openor to the 
Christian. — .MRS., M. A. LEE. 

Gained Ten Pounds, 

Pasadena, California. Friend Hughes 
— "A Trip, to Rome," is here, and 1 am 
much pleased with it. Have fattened 
at least ten pounds since 1 commenced 
to read It. My liver is In better work, 
ing order and victuals digest readily, 
as I have a better flow of gas- 
tric juice, r wouU , recommend "A Trip 
to Rome, ■ to all who has torpid liver 
or Sedentary brain.— H. H. DOW. 



hopejof, hfmc 



Iry mo,; a*. yon say H has, been t> 
I MMMMJFfllx would lj.k?.Jjahea 
l MR Wu, are rlivlng ija l<arc 
Returned here May 1 
;allh. 1 li.ivo in.l been as well 



is ! £ 

Wagner's "SlnVple LW— trftfe. It Is, 
Wyi.htHe'tejflt? -true But actually lt$ la 
Wfitwlthi ittsnnshOTl* i\w.t>. and M 
Ty*Kt^i|H»*>«ild>ibir.ithe:«taee-of (Jod 
tlj'.h^eotttQnttntat.ai! tlieesptrH, *w. : 
tRh tMfo>>>rauMs bn nu TwasibHItyiof 
such life and work di-1 u- t oil:, r men 



aui q,uito confined to the 
iioyso, mid jnuch of the tlwe to my 
ioou,. 1 had intended to have a new 
house built on the site of the old one, 
K> it at I m/ght reiurti to my favorite 
l.locatk.n in the autuuiu but so much 
tnsnmed In clearing 



Worth Twenty-five Dollars. 

Iiuckley, Wash., Jas. E. Hughes, 
Dear Sir— The book, "A Trip to 
Rome," received. Have read and re 
read the book. For the first time, I 
learned that Or. Wilson Is not quite 
clear on the subject of socialism. But 
no man can be up-to-date on every- 
thing. I am a European, though from 
a country further north, which he did 
not touch on his European tour, but 
conditions are more or less the « 
nt I Thus the book is very Interesting to 
and if I know 1 could not get 
r one, I would not take twenty-five 
irs for mine. I have made marks 
and can find the most Interesting 
in U in a minute. The book ought to 
be read wldely.-M. GRAN. 



nd i 



getting esti- 
M 1 must be 



'destruct 

te^MMMM^ life, mans', wd 
A plentitude of Hiram. Qotts. r 



moro-Jtockefellers and Carnegiea, ino- to, | 
^i^^t/ ^T 1 gi-abhlng wlth^h eno , 



>au«tieri if l can take possession of my 
BffX huniH In the spring, The builder 
is now preparing Uie new foundation 
tor i be feme which will be built of 
eci. nt. and as nearly die proof as 
poMMUft When finished, I wUh we 
mbjlit have a visit from you. If possi- 
ble, your wife also. If you have time 
dse this letter, be kind 



Los Angeles, California, James E. 
Hughes — "A Trip to Rome," by Dr. 

Wilson, M. D., received. Have not 
had time to examine it to any extent, 
but have so far been well pleased. 
The book is well worth *1.50 or more. 
Every Freethinker should have It In 
his library, read it, and talk it, and 
.uy It. 



mSik . a,i.t T at the Golfs might ignore | Henry, Her aor 
while Vi'ffiiig eyes to the skies In hope Ln my. mind, and I 

We let, [ have felt much. the same In writlni. 

Is fascinating ,,'.„ r wife has ,iot permanently suffer- 



.HtoJPiTfVWS <,f %P X 

%M^9 U ^ ,. 8 ^" 1 P at ( , . etl S. 

morbldjjiJtn^.fjX .hqihuilsm cm 
ed with" morphine, with lis fascinating w 

Vjf ^^'laselTfAUB ifcnttlet* fir ^ ttf- 

tiftVcW >1>Wai'*llUMlW|a *p««lcllon 
hMti^^m^. WMMtl rtiwiitin 
susceptibility to tHe '•irppIetfl') : 'W 0 f»ln 
»tly 



lncon 8W »waA,pftri,Wfi«ftC«. triumph of 



mph of Your book. "A Trip to Home." at hand 
nied by a fn\» day* riihce. il am reading the 
he Jua same with a great ae*l of satlsfac- 



bility of the goodness of the wom)en. <>ion, 1 tittt especially glad to note tribuUon to the literature of the sub- 



work. — E. E. EADS. 

Must Add His Mite 

laino. Jas. E. Hughes-— I 
mite to the many praises 
lavished on Dr. Wilson's Rome Book. 
Considering all things viz., the finan- 
cial point of the journey, which would 
naturally crop up In nearly every ex- 
perience, 

much, the great difficulty In matter of 
language, and many other drawbacks 
which the Doctor had to contend with, 
all naturally bring the fair-minded 
>ader to only one conclusion and 
that Is that Dr. Wilson has laid the 
whole Freethoiight world indebted to 
bun for the able way he has told his 
experiences. 

The original Freethoiight natter he 
ba> been able to work Into the body of 
he book, will be a really useful 



NOTE REDUCTIONS. 

Hampden: 18 size, "Spocli. 
Way." 23 Jls.. $26.00: "N«w R.AVay," 
23 Jls., $24; Deuber Watch Co., 21 jta. 
$17; same 17 jls., $14. 

Elgin: "Veritas," 23 jls.. $21; 
Father Time," 21 Jls $22.60; "B. W. 
Raymond," 1J Jls., $20; "B. W. Ray- 
mond," 17 jls., $18.60. 

Waltham: "Vanguard," 23 Jls., $29; 
"Crescent Street," 21 Jls., $22.60; "Ap 
pleton, Tracey ft Co.., Premier," 17 
jls., $18.60; same, not "Premier," $1( 

The above guaranteed to past R 
Way Inspectors. 

Sundries: Waltham*" "P. 
lett," or Elgin "Wheeler," 1 
justed, nickel, $9; same, gilt, . . 
Hampden, nickel $8.00; same, not ad- 
Justed $7 Elgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, nickel, 16 Jls., $fi; Elgin or Wal 
tham nickel, non-catcbable hair spring 
7 jls., $6; Hampden 7 jls., gilt $4.50; 
"Standard" or "Century," 7 Jls., $3. 

Al the above In 2, 3 or 4-ounce sit 
verine case, prepaid. In silver, or gold 
filled, screw case, accompanied by 
manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
20 years, $3. or In hunt Ins esse, 
more. In 25 year screw case, $r, or 
hunting * 
verine < 
to $50 n 



ilt, $7; same 
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MONON ROUTE 



. ONLY LIME fOTHtl' i 

fa nous HEAiptmam. \ 



LADIES' GOLD WATCHE8. 



Large (6) size Elgin, Waltham or 
Hampden, 20-year gold filled, latest 
style, artistic hand-chased, 7 Jls., $8; 
16 jls., $11; 16 jls., adj., $16; small (< , 
size 7 Jls., $11.60; 16 Jls., $16; 16 Jls., 
adj., $18. "Riverside," extra tine, $24 
» w» In 25-year case, $1 more. In 14 k solid 

flP DPI IP. (IN ra ". »' ri lo » E0 ''"'"'•■ La»er 

Ul nLLIUlUn with diamonds, all In plush box. pro 

1 paid, with guarantee. 

rne . , C haracter. Named .esu, J^^Ml.'S 
Ware, Optical Goods and My Tract; 
"Theism In the Crucible," free. 
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Allegory and Parable 



The difference between an allegory 
id a parable is, that in the allegory 
the intended meaning is conveyed, 
while the parable is given with an ap- 
parent meaning Intended for the unin- 
iateil, and a real meaning understood 
by the initiated only. Thus we have 
In Slatt. xill, "Who hath ears to hear, 
let him hear." 



The 



1 Rea 



fled Justice or Consc 
(for such renunciation and crucil 
then as now and done by many 
day and hour), tor iu the all 
were given examples, followed 



METHODS i i 

one. nor two, but by many, some guid The Organization into a Political 

ed | by Justice and some by injustice, | Body* 

or by both at different times; and His „_ ... , 

..»,,.. J OF AT I. MEN AND WOMEN WHO WOULD 

teaching*, whether in reference to MAINTAIN THE PUKELT secular guar. 
Jus. ice or Injustice, means the manl- 1 ACTER 

testation of either the Spirit, of Truth j , „ y defendln|r the ft^.^ * and prM 

or Falsehood through many minds, i In local oourta ■nd betore legi^Utira txxlies. 

we have In II Peter, I It) "Know- i 
in/g this first, that no prophesy (pre- 

' X Br .unltlni 



*" Ma^ri"»whip^rougTDIrc^li^ 

tho laitiatira and Referendum. , | 

5. Ttr advocating- equal rigbt* and Justice 

ghiMT aroBKi nn equal voice in all .. 
menial ...fair-., .in.l l.v all other practical an! 
, legal meitindi, maintaining personal libcrto'. 



'f I n lo :.)ilrn,. 
Such men, when asked, by the new- 
by initiated, why parables were used 
...i.lied: ileeai.se it i s given unto you 
to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
or heaven (here used as a figure mean- 
ing the acquiring of ' wofldly* wealth), 
but to them (the common people), It 
Is not given. For whosoever hath 

(money) to ftim shall be given ; 

but. whosoever hath not, (money) from 
shall be taken away even that he 
l Therefore speak I (the Spirit 
of Injustice) to them In parables, be- 
ause (instructed by parables) they 
.eeing gee not; and hearing they hear 
lot (the hidden meaning) ■ neRber do 
they understand. "For this people's 
heart Is waxed grass, and their ears 
are dull of hearing, etc., (which 
pleases me), lest at any time they 
should be converted and (unintention- 
ally) I should heal them (of those in- 
firmities.) 

I will now tell to my readers the ob- 
ject of tho writer of the allegory in 
presenting the two characters called 
•sus> 

Although the lesson througout the 
original was, that only by being just 
bo saved from sin and its 

ces, the . chief lesson was 

Right Generation; or, generation for 
Its own sake, with no unlruttful works 
and none so Intended, which would ad- 
accldental births. And the 
contrast was drawn between the ex- 
ple given in Matt., which was that 
of one born of his father's ambition 
and his mother's love, and who failed 
of living jusdy after the age of 3u 
years, and the other given in Luke, 
who remained just through life, be 
eause he was born of the equal love of 
both parents. Other examples were 
liven; some in the Old Testament, 
if those born of the mother's ambi- 
tion and the fathet's lovtf, and ^onie 
lore, some even of hate, some 
the law aud some not. 
was an example of the child of 
ut not of love; but the greater 
number given in the Old Testament, 
were later used as figures unde.r which 
hide tho polities! and ecclesiastical 
plundering of the people, though 
enough remain to prove the facts. 

The career followed by the example 
given in Matt., and which heeauso of 
the transposition employed by later 
writers Is to be found scattered 
through the whole New Testament, la 
shown in the us© of parables in th. 
giving of pretended religious instruc 
' '- - of political Injustice 
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We have a complete Job 
partment J 
first-class 
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Not for 

3 20 M t., $( iJ 

A Story of tht . 
and 
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Onlv a limited edition of. 

lis rcmarktMe hook will be 
, iutetl. Each coin- w iff be 

■Hed bf SmocMtt EtfcHN 

self and autouiutiealljfSi^mr, 
bered from 1 Hp. . Fu\st 
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GREATEST DISCOVERIES 
OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

GOD. SATAN AND HOLY GHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS OP 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CONr... 
8CIOU8 LIFE IS EXTINGUISHED AT QEATHv , |. (II , M 



"The Central Kansas Business College." which teaches 8tenogjraphy< 
writing, Bookkeeping, Commercial Arithmetic, Penmanship, and Spt 
and "The Truth Jlbout God" ln a general course of study' 1 



porary International Inetrnctor for tho chirch. iol on M n»Ai 

The Church has 100 LIFE MEMBERS. It wtnts &00 more to formally 
organize and Incorporate. Tho first thousand tu.u.bers will bo tho fatnudors 

" of the CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 
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In freeing them, and to saTlng rout 
from becoming Idolaters by teaching them The Truth About; Q«i, 
Write to W. H. KERR, 2210 Broadway, Oreat Bend. Km** tor 
plication for membershli laformatlon about the college, and 



for a year s subscription to the "TRUTH i 



Editorial 

(Continued from ptige one.) 



<>ur nailers for any expression they may feel 
dined to offer. 

Have a care, dear readers, we do not propose to 
double the cost of the Blade !, subscription. Yet, 
our income is so in efficient, that some inereftse IS 
necessary if the Blade is to continue and be able to 
present a good appearance. Our proposition is hs 
follows : 

t That on and alter the first day of October, 
1906, the annual subscription to the Blade, shall M ( ' 1 
be at the rate of $1.50, payable in advance. 

2. That on the same date the 50 cent rate in 
clubs of five shall cease, but as a substitute therefor 
clubs of five subscriptions sent in at one remittance 
will be accepted at the rate of $1.00 each. 

It has been our aim to liberalize the Blade, 1" 
open its columns for a discussion upon all worthy 
subjects of reform, and in this, it must be admit- 
ted, we have been fairly successful. WhUe disagree- 
ing with many views expressed by contributors to 
the Blade, those views have been given free space, 
discussions upon these topics have invariably fol- 
lowed and both sides have had an equal standing 
with the management of this paper. This is our 
notion of a Liberal weekly, and at the same time, 
the Blade's editor has taken issue with some of the 
ideas advanced by its writers, being contrary to his 
personal ideas on those subjects. All this has 



mites breed I 

bayonet, or be 
sing out ye n 
"glory to Goc 
told that the ; 



Christ at the point i 



the 



a in one grand chorus 
icst," for while we are 
hlehem sang "Peace on 
earth and good-will toward man," it has never been 
sung by the orthodox Christian church since. 
Blood, Are and death have followed in its awfol 
wake, the cross is now the sign of human despair. 
Before its Mack ghndows hope flees and its triumph 
means death. 

Bui what is all this bloodshed for? What occas- 
ion is there for itl Ohl well; .Mohammed refused to 
r acknowledge Christ, and as his followers 
Ihere to bis notions concerning the Na/ar- 
ene, they must be made to change their opinions 
ami look upon Christ as "IT." in Mohammed's 
rejection of the gospel Christ, Miss, or Mrs, Small, 
declares, "Thai he formed conclusions upon very 
insui'l eietit knowledge is the terrible blunder of Ins 
lite, of which full use has been made by Christian 
writrs." The mater of that sentence apparently 
forgets thai Mohammed's principal argument 
against the tradition of the crucifixion was his in- 
abilin to believe that Cod would actually have 
permitted such ■ grewsome tragedy. Was it not 
this very doctrine that moved Thomas Paine to re- 
volt when but a child of eight years, he, refusing 
to believe, or , at least, became horrified at the 
assertion, that God would have been compelled to 
sacrifice his own son because he could not get re- 
venge in any other way .' From this thought, Paine 
il that immortal sentence, "Any systei 



THE NEW STATE 
CONSTITUTION 

orial in Blade Addressed to Free- 
thinkers in Oklahoma Brings on 



of all parts of the future Oklahoma 
are Interested In what shall be In our 



torial 



decided tendency toward expansion of thought ami |. . m ^ ghocki tLu mmd of a ch ( ld caiino t be t 
in its encouragement the Blade has sought to be t _ ,, krtA m i „f ni .p 0 „ii„«, Christ 



With this widely varied discussion of Liberal 
topics the Blade is able to furnish an abundance 
of food for intelligent thought and we have Ion- 
felt that the price asked for a year 's subscription to 
the Blade has been ridiculously low. True, since our 
acquisition of the editorial tripod the subscription 
list has been increased, but not to that extent 
whereby we can continue to publish it at the sane- 
low cost. When one considers that the Blade is the 
only Preethought weekly published on this con- 
tinent west of the Allegheny mow tains that 52 
copies are sent out each year to every subscriber 
and when one further considers that every form of 
material used in the printing business today has 
increased in cost at the hands oi tin 
additional compensation becomes I 
necessity. 

We have struggled on in the hope that the ad- 
mitted improvement in the Blade would cause inch 
an increase in its subscription that the subscrib- 
tion could have remained without change. As it is, 
we are only asking an increase of 50 cents on the 
year's issue, and we feel that our readers will not 
complain ,or begrudge the Blade the increase it asks 
for. Now the question is, can we hear from our 
friends on the subject? Be there one who objects 
to the increase suggested? If so, let that objection 
be made now, or as soon as possible. Kvery reader 
has got a right to express his W her opinion on this 
subject and The Blade would be pleased to hear 
from them. 

. al- 



e.liate 



stem. ' ' And so, instead of accepting Christ, 
Mohammed declared that there was but one God, 
and Mohammed is His prophet. This was natural, 
because Mohammed was in the prophet business 
himself, and prophets hated rivals, especially when 
they prophecied concerning a different deity. 

The crucifixion theme is the most harrowing in 
the entire system of Christian theology. Sensible 
mines have long ago discarded the doctrine. In 
the days of .Mohammed men of intelligence reject- 
ee it, not became Mohammed rejected it, but be- 
i ,nis, they could not bring their minds to that con- 
dition of credulous belief to regard the story with 
favor. Jl is said of Mohammed that he so hated | eral lands and town lots held out of 
tht sign of the cross, thai if any article, no matter [use for speculative purposes be taxed 
how valuable, eamc into his hands bearing the mark «t a higher rate than lands in use? 
it was utterly destroyed, and at once. So horrified ! H " w sha11 Property be assessed for 
was he at the very thought of that inspired tragedy 
that he rejected it absolutely, and without question, 
upon the cross was not Jesus, but some one rep re- 



published some time ago In the Blade, 
Balling OB the Freethinkers of Okla 
homa to see that their rlghu 
fully protected when adopting the 
State Constitution. 

A subscriber took the pains to send 
a copy uf that Issue of the Blade to 
parsons nuerestai la the subject, with 
the result (hut an Interesting discus- 
sion upon i lie adoption of a Constitu- 
tion for the new state, and what it 
ought, by right, to contain has been 
■tree publication in the Times, " 
Marietta, Ohio. Below is a reproduc- 
tion of the articles written which will 
he of value to all persons In the new 
State, deslrious of preserving liberty 
as far as a 
tee It. 

The New Oklahoma State Constitution 

What should we put into the coi 
stilutlon of our new state of Okli 
homa? What rights do we wish t 
secure and what legislation make pos- 
sible? 

In our new state should we have 
direct legislation by the tnitatlve 
and referendum? Should we have 
the town meeting system for local 
government? Should we have pri- 
mary elections for party nominations? 
Should we have the Australian ballot 
system? Should we have an educa 
thmal qualification for voting? a 
property qualification for voting? 
Should women be given the suffrage? 
Should property be listed at its mark- 
et value for taxation? Should church 
be taxed? Should franchises be taxed, 
or should taxation be limited to tangi- 
ble property? Should farm lands, min 



press my preference as to what I 
would like to see incorporated In the 
constitution. 

Vox Populi a.-iks: "In our new 
state should we have direct legisla- 
tion by the Initiative and referen- 
dum?" 

I answer yea td the referendum and 
no to the initiative. I do so because 
the legislature is required to submit 
a great many of the more important 
laws to the people for approval before 
such proposed laws become effective, 
he rights of the people will be safely 
junrded. and If the referendum proves 
| success. I believe the Initiative can 
iea eaHsd into use when the people 
have become acquainted with the man- 
ner and method. Few men know how 
To draft a law, therefore, I say let the 
legislature draft the measure and 
submit it to the people, and if it is 
•asure which appeals to a majority 
of the people let it become a law. But 
to give every person the righk to pre 
• a measure for a law is to open 
the gates to a lot of nonsense and folly 
would soon bring a great and 
good principle Into disrepute with the 
best and most Just of the people. 

Again he aska: "Should we have 
the Australian ballot system?" 
•'Should w e have primary elections 
for party nominations?" I answer 
yes in both. It is the greatest safe 
guard of liberty and Is in absolute 
necessity fo r the holding of a fair elec- 
tion. All citizens should be allowed to 
be the perfect masters of their 

learn how another votes or has v 
it will be possible for corrupt men to 
buy votes, but render It impossibb 



liefs by the prisoner's Incarcerated in 
the convict establishments of Eng- 
land and Scotland. Our American ad- 
vocates of the alleged benign in- 
fluences of Christianity may ponder 
upon the showing here made: • 
Creeds of the Prisoners In British 



An Interesting return was issued 
from the Home Office of "the declared 
religious creeds" of the prisoners in 
each of his Majesty's prisons in Great 
Britain on the 28th of March last. 
The prisoners on that day In England 
and Wales numbered 21,580, and the 
return classifies them aeording to the 
following denominations: 

Church of England 16,089, Roman 
Catholics. 4,397 Jews 257, Weslyan 
352, Methodist New Connexion 8, 
Primitive Methodist 65, Bible Chris- 
tians 5, United Methodist 8, Methodist 
Free Church 2, Calvinlstlc Methodist 
29, Congregational 53, Presbyterian 
79, Baptist 132, Salvation Army 11, 
Unitarian 13. Quaker 1, Plymouth 
Brethren 1, Christian Brethren 1, 
tireek Church 4, Luthran 19, Walden- 
stan 1, Mahomedan and Buddhist 3, 
Spiritualist 1, Atheist 22, no religion 
2G not ascertained 1 ; total 21,580. In 
Scotland there were on the same day 
in prisons and police cells 2,857 per- 
sons, classified thus Presbyterians 
1.724. Roman Catholics ! 
Ian 140, Lutheran 1, and Jews 5. 



seating him. 

Now, because of this, war is inevitabe, and worse 
still, we have a woman who is supposed to have 
some lender mercy in her heart, urging church 
union to be prepared for a war that is to be "bloody 
and disastrous.'" The conclusion is that if Chris- 
tianity cannot thrive upon its t 
inherent, value, if any it has, then 
and perish quickly from the face of the eartn. it 
Grant's definition of war be true, and religion. Jje- 
ing in the game war, then it would apply with 
equal force to religion and the world would be bet- 
ter off were it purified of all religious, Christian or 
Pagan. The day is at hand when the civilized 
world will be able to realise that the all-eonqueiing 
power is human love and human kindness, not 
brutal and cowardly fear. 



The whole 

priaal and th 
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Let it be understood that all subscri; 
ready paid up in advance, will be carried out at the 
prevailing rate. There will be no change made in 
such cases until the next renewal. In other words, 
persons subscribing on the 30th day of September, 
will be furnished with the Blade at the present rate. 
All new subscriptions paid for after October 1, must 
be paid at the new rate. All renewals on and after 
that date must be paid according to the new rate, shall be 

We would also inform our readers that on Oct. while fro 
1, we propose to make still further improvements that whic 
in the Blade which our readers will be able to Hp- wrecks tl 
preciate, so that the increased rate and the improve- I he peopl 
merit will be made concurrent. "Odd 

RELIGION A WORLD WIDE CURSE. Rev. B. L. Johnson, denomination unknown, but 

That religion, in any form, is an ineessant breed- of gay and giddy Gotham, is reported as having 

er of hnman strife and conflict, giving encourage- »een "shocked' al the v.s.on of a girl bather who, 

ment to the baser passions of men, may be inferr- Venus-like, hugged the shores of the limpid Lake 

ed from the writings of Annie II. Small, a new Uopcatoni 

Christian apologetic, in her recently published tifnl lo w 

work entitled Studies in the Faiths. In it she urges [ "> to eve- ■ - » - "<""■ - — 

a closer compact, or a stronger unjon of all the Ihere are diliei-ent ways by which tins preacher 

church forces, in order to be prepared for a pro- could have I a spared his blushes He need not 

longed religious war between the followers of have been on the scene at all. and being tie re, he 
Christ and the followers of Mohammed, 



religious and political creed of 
politician is that to him that hatl 
and he shall have an abundance, 
D thai hath not shall be taken even 
hath, it is this kind of a policy that 
irs of innocence, pollutes the fanes of 
vord of justice and hinds 
nth chains of gold. 



of Li 



What departments should we have 
In the administrative branch of the 
state government? What county of 
ficlals should we have and what 
should be the powers and duties of 
each? What public road system and 
what public school system should be 
adopted, and In each, should the unit I 
be the local district, the township or 
its of its ,ne county? Should there be religious 
( xereises in the public schools, and if 
so, should they be Protestant, Catholic 
or Jewish? Should the liquor traffic 
M pn h.hited througout the" State? 
Should counties be made large in or- 
der that there be fewer counties fewer 
officials and smaller expenses? Should 
we have the federal system, the board 
system, the town meeting system, or 
the present system? Should provision 
be made for municipal ownership and 
operation of public utilities such as 
water works, lighting plants, tele- 
phone systems, street car lines, etc? 
Should it be permitted to a town or 
city government to grant a franchise 
to a public utility corporation without 
;\ 1 1 fi i i ndnm to the people? Should 
either exclusive perpetual or long 
term franchise be prohibited? What 
should he done In the matter of rail- 
road rates? Should railroads be prohi- 
hiblted from givir 0 ' free passes to pub- 



ed in ii costume that I 

i wonder the praaaWr 



3 too beau- 



dicted to be terribly waged and at fearful cost. 
Thus, it is to be perceived, that in this late day and 
age, when a spirit of toleration is supposed to have 
taken possession of the minds of men, an appeal to 
the sword is advocated as an arbiter touching the 
supposed truths of revealed religion and a Lain 
blood is to flow to push forward the Bign of the 



ever, the 
after all. 



Ilesb 



reek 



head the other way. llmv- 
and preachers are but 



At last, as the Blade expect-d, Ohio ; 
shape to gal a washing of its trust linen, 
nine laundry.., en have been indicted and t 
show oaase why they have en 
acy to add half a cent to the e< 



n fair 
I l.irty- 
V must 
red into a conspir- 
i of having a collar 

^Speaking on this subject, the writer says: "The « a cuff put in order. Here is a crusade we can 
question of Christianity is, whether the inevitable all understand. All of US, at least all of us who 
war shall be primarily or entirely a war of the na- like to shift our linen at least once a day in summer 
tious, bloody and disastrous, or whether it is not time, know this particular octopus whose habitat is 
possible even yet for the church to unit- her forces soap-suds and whose tentacles are so sharp thai 

and to meet the common enemy with a frank avow- > tray the edges and fragile tin 

al of the first wrong, and offer, belated, indeed, but property while we pay for the privil 
now earnest and sincere, of the knowledge of despoiled. Next. 
Christ." • • • • • 

Here is a frank avowid on the part of the writer The education bill that has passed the British 
not be advanced to any House of Commons can hardly be acceptable to our 
aiding of human English freethinkers after all, if we can judge 
blood, yet ready and willing to shed that blood ..ml from the provisions of the bill, as given in this 
human life that the propaganda of a dan- country. While the measure denies the use of pub- 
delusion might find .strength. The term, lie money for denominational religions instruction 
"dangerous delusion," is used here advisedly, for in the public schools, which is a step forward, yet 
any ism that must lead to war is dangerous and it is provided that there shall be some religious in- 
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appreciable extent without tli 



there is no longer any doubt in the minds of th 
ing people that the gospel story is a del 
throughout. On the other hand, it sat dm to 
question, from the writer's point of view, wl. 
the church should shoulder the burden, wheth 
policy or expediency, she take up the eodgel i 
own defense, or, monkey-like, start the row and 
then by strategy and diplomacy fore- the conflict 
upon the nations to the end that ■ fearful war may 
be invoked "bloody and disastrous" and the Jsla- 



not compulsory, 
unable to understand 

.on.lon Freethinker to the 
mad. i dear, in that there 
instruction at all, denomi- 
her national or otherwise. It may be that half a loaf 
is belter than none, and it would appear that the 
wedge of fMtioiialism has made I successful entry 
into the English school system .heraldic of better 
to follow. 



ion attendance at I 
Heretofore we have bei 



mhl be 



the public school boohs? What should 
be done to hold the trusts in check? 

These are some of the many ques- 
tions now receiving the careful at- 
tention of all thoughtful and partiot 
ic citizens of the two territories. 
While it will rest with the legislature 
instead of the constttutlona. conven- 
tion to solve many of the problems 
mentioned, the constitution will lie in- 
fluenced by the position held by the 
delegates upon these questions. 

In order that we may avoid the 
mistakes other states have made, 
that we may secure all our rights and 
make possible an uninterrupted pro- 
gress. It aoes without saying that the 
delegates soon to be chosen to the con 
stitutiomtl convention should be men 
who have studied these questions, who 
are acquainted with the experiences of 
other states with their constitutions, 
and who cannot be influenced by the 
lobby the special Interests are sure to 
have present at the convention. This 
is of more importance than that they 
should be great constitutional law- 
yers. 

It is to be expected that ours will 
be the best constitution ever formed 
At any rate it will be superior to all 
others if Ml delegates do their duty, 
for they will have advantages and op- 
portunities never before possessed by 
the farmers of the fundamental law 
of a state. Much more will be ex- 
pected of them than of the constl 
tution makers of any other state, 
for they can avoid the mistakes of 
all other states. Vox Populi. 

Okmulgee. L T., July 25. 
—Okmulgee Democrat. 



State Constitution. 

Bdltor of the Democrat: In your last 
issue "Vox Populi" asked many pertl- 
questions but too many to be an- 
swered at one time; but as the people 
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Lexington A Eastern Railway C 
pany, Effective May 20, 1906. 



man has voted. Let the ballot be 
secret, and If possible let it be impos- 
sible for any man to be aide to proi 
how he has voted. Such a system will 
prevent the buying of votes. And If 

and a stronger and safer government. 
The young man who has reached the 
age Of -1 years and has not leaffed to 
read and write English language Is 
not a good governor for the nevi 
of Oklahoma. The man who 
for a- law under the referendum above 
mentioned should be able to read the 
law. The man who has not energy 
and ambition enough to learn to read 
a proper person in 
my judgment to vote for officers 
make this declaration to apply to 
all persons regardless of race, color 
or condition. Let the voter learn 
read and' write and then he has a rl| 
to say who shall be elected to make 
and execute the laws of his state. 

And I would say further, let the 
first and second legislatures have the 
power to submit an amendment of 
the constitution to the people strik- 
ing out the word "male," so that if 
the women were qualified In the right 
of suffrage that the women, too, might 
be allowed to vote. But I would n< 
allow a property qualification to 1 

"Should church property be taxed?" 
asks Vox Populi. I answer yes. Let 
no religion be taught in schools, and 
let no religion be favored under the 
law. Many very good people complain 
that the name of God does not appear 
United 
■ Is no 

country on earth where there are as 
many churches and ministers, too, 
as In the United States of North 
America, where all religious sects are 
tolerated and where, at least In theory 
all are upon an equal footing. Let 
their property be taxed the same as 
other property. The exemption of 
church property from taxation is one 
way of favoring that particular -church. 
The church society, or religious so- 
ciety, which is too poor to own prop 
erty. and which rents a loft or a va- 

poses pays a rental which Is based 
uix>n the property which Is taxed and 
the very religious society, If religious 
societies should be favored, Is not only 
favored, but is being discriminated 
against by law; hence, I say let all 
religious societies be treated alike In 
the new state of Oklahoma. It is 
a Tavor to the wealthy religious socle 
ty to exempt it from taxation, while 
the struggling society, too poor to own 
property, cannot be favored and yet 
It pays taxes when It rents non-reli- 
gious property. 

Af/FRBD JAMBS. 

Wcumka, I. T.. July 28, 1906. 

— Okmulgee Democrat. 
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Lexington, Ky 


.2:25 


7:46 


Winchester, Ky 


. 3:10 


8:26 


L. & E. Junction, Ky. . 


. 3:25 


8:37 


Clay City, Ky 


. 4:00 


9:18 


Stanton, Ky 


. 4:10 


9:23 


Campton Junction, Ky. 


. 4:40 


9:06 


Natural Bridge, Ky. ... 


. 4:45 


9:54 


Torrent, Ky 


. 4:57 


10:08 


Beattyville June. Ky... 


. 6:18 


10:29 


Athol, Ky 


. 6:45 


10:59 


O. & K. June, Ky 


. 6:06 


11:20 


Jackson, Ky 


. 6:10 


11:30 


Train No. 2, dally except Su 


aday. 


Train No. 4, dally. 







Wert B 



No. 8 



No. 1 

Jackson, Ky 6:26 2:25 

O. & K. June, Ky : 6:29 2:30 

JftfioT Xy."T .... ST?. . 6:56 2:53 

Beattyville June, Ky... 7:26 3:20 

Torrent, Ky 7:47 3:42 

Natural Bridge, Ky 8:01 3:66 

Campton June, Ky 8:03 8:67 

Stanton. Ky 8:28 4:26 

Clay City, Ky 8:37 4:34 

L. & E. Junction, Ky ... 9:10 6:03 

Winchester, Ky 9:23 6:20 

Lexington, Ky 10:10 6:06 

Train No. 1, dally except Sunday. 

Train No. 3, Dally. 

Beattyville Junction.— Trains Nos. 
3 and 4 with the L. & A. for local 
stations on the L. & A. Railway. 

O. & K. Junction.— Trains Nos. 3 
and 4 with the O. & K. for local sta- 
tions on the O. & K. Railway. 

L. & E. Junction.— Trains Nos. 1 
and 3 for Mt. Sterling and intermedi- 
ate points. 
Campton Junction— All trains con- 
nect with the Mountain Central Ry. 
for Pine Ridge and Campton. 



CHRISTIANITY A 
MORAL FACTOR 

Statistic* From British Prisons Show 
Religious Beliefs of Convicts a 
Manner Derogatory to Christian 



(From Secular Thought) 
The August number of Secular 
Thought, published at Toronto, Can- 
ada, contains the following remarka- 
ble statement concerning the profes- 
sions of religious belief and unbe- 



A Good Route 
to Try 



It traverses a territory rich In 
undeveloped resources; s territory 
containing unlimited possibilities for 
agriculture, horticulture, stock rais- 
ing, mining and manufacturing. And 
last, but not least. It Is 

The Scenic Route 
for Tourists. 

The Frisco System now offers the 
traveling public excellent service and 
fast time- 
Between St. Louis and Ksnsss 
City and points in Missouri, Kansas, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Indian Terri- 
tory, Texas and tne Southwest. 

Between Kansas City and points 
hi Tennesset, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and the Southeast. 

Between Birmingham and Mem- 
phis and points in Kansas, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Indian Territory, Texas 
and the West and Southwest. 

Full Information ss to route snd 
rates cheerfully furnished upon appli- 
cation to sny representative of the 
Company, or to 





